
 
 
 

Senate Passes Cell Phone Privacy Bill 
Michigan residents would have greater protection in keeping their mobile phone contact information private under 
legislation passed by the Senate and heading to the House of Representatives for consideration. 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 127 would require that mobile phone service providers receive written consent from their subscribers 
before listing them in a national directory. Major mobile phone service providers have discussed creating a directory of 
the more than 180 million cellular phone users.  
Consumers have complained about creating such a directory due to telemarketing concerns. In addition, some mobile 
phone users have unknowingly consented to have their numbers included in such a directory due to provider contract 
language. 
 
 
Kuipers’ Senate Bill 816 Receives Hearing 
Grand Haven resident Vicki Cech testified before a Senate panel recently about the importance of strengthening pier-
safety laws. Cech told lawmakers about how her son, 17-year-old Andy Fox, died in 2003 after being swept away in a 
rip current at the Grand Haven pier. She pressed for legislation that would crack down on people who steal life 
preservers from the piers and beaches, citing the fact that 22 life preservers were stolen in Grand Haven alone in 2005. 
 
Besides pushing for tougher laws, Cech and other members of the Great Lakes Beach and Pier Safety Task Force have 
created informational materials to educate people on how to use piers safely and about the dangers of rip currents (see 
www.respectthepower.org). 
 
The legislation would make it a misdemeanor for anyone who tampers with or steals a marine-safety device maintained 
by the state or a local government. If a person dies or becomes permanently disabled because the device was 
unavailable or unusable, the offender can be found guilty of a felony. 
 
 
Job Development Legislation Introduced 
Following an announcement that Michigan has lost another opportunity to become home to a major food distribution 
center, legislation was reintroduced to help Michigan communities compete with neighboring states. Earlier this week, 
SYSCO Corp., a Fortune 100 company, chose to locate in Indiana rather than the village of Constantine in 
southwestern Michigan. Unfortunately, Constantine, like other Michigan communities, found itself at a competitive 
disadvantage with its neighbors to the south when it began attempts to lure SYSCO. The company’s $80 million 
facility will create nearly 500 jobs in Indiana. 
 
Vetoed by Gov. Jennifer Granholm, the original bill would have helped make Michigan competitive with other states in 
the Great Lake’s Basin. Indiana, Ohio and Illinois already allow local units of government to extend property tax 
abatements to help attract or retain large-scale warehousing and distribution centers. 
 

http://www.respectthepower.org/

